
Appendix 2: Illustration of the existing organisations linked to outdoor recreation 

Department of Culture Arts 
and Leisure  (DCAL)

Sport NI

Sport Northern Ireland is the leading public 
body for developing sport in Northern 
Ireland and works in partnership with the 
Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure 
(DCAL) to deliver on Sport Matters: The 
Northern Ireland Strategy for Sport and 
Physical Recreation, 2009-2019.

Northern Ireland Environment Agency
(NIEA)

The Northern Ireland Environment Agency 
(NIEA) is an Agency within the Department 
of Environment that leads in advising on, 
and in implementing, the Government's 
environmental policy and strategy in 
Northern Ireland. 

Belfast City Council

(Countryside Recreation 
Officer)

NI Countryside Access and 
Activities Network (CAAN)

Established in 1999 it is an 
umbrella organisation, which 
brings together all groups and 
bodies, which have an interest 
in, or involvement in outdoor 
recreation in Northern Ireland 
It is charged with the strategic 
development, management 
and promotion of outdoor 
recreation across Northern 
Ireland. CAAN's subsidiary 
company is Countryside 
Recreation: Northern Ireland. 
Limited by guarantee with 
charitable status, the company 
is responsible for securing 
funding to enable CAAN to 
undertake practical outdoor 
recreation projects.

Outdoors 
NI

Walk NI

Cycle NI

Canoe NI

Department of Environment  
(DOENI)

Department of Health, Social 
Services and Public Safety  

(DHSSPS)


